
       
     

       
     

    

    
      

       
      

  
   

  
     

     
      

       
 

      
       

          

    
   

           

The Addams Family musical tells the comedic tale of two star-crossed lovers from
very different backgrounds, which echoes the iconic love stories in both Romeo and
Juliet and West Side Story, with a rather large helping of macabre and gothic themes
thrown into the mix for good measure. The kooky family’s fondness for torture, death
and all things black and weird bares a similarity to the equally quirky musicals of
The Rocky Horror Show and Little Shop of Horrors.

The creepy and
the kooky at the
Hippodrome

The early days of  Birmingham
Hippodrome, then known as the
Tivoli Theatre of Varieties, had
many strange and eccentric
acts on stage from male and
female sharp shooters to
‘Cleopatra’ performing with her
giant Boa constrictors (Aug
1900). In Dec 1900, there was
even a lady named Maud
D’Audlin, who was billed as “the
only lady sword swallower in the
world”.

The week beginning 10 Apr 1905
saw the first of five appearances
of Dr. Walford Bodie, who, like the
Addams, experimented with
electricity and the electric chair.
Dr. Bodie placed surgical
instruments and discarded
crutches in the entrance to the
theatre and he performed
surgical and osteological
experiments on audience
members who were suffering
from ailments and maladies. His
experiments involved strapping
up his ‘patients’ in the electric
chair and electrocuting them. In
reality, the patients were all
assistants of Bodie who were
staged as members of the
audience and the electric shock
was a static electric shock,
designed to put the ‘patient’s’
hair on end and make it appear
to the audience as if they had
witnessed an electrocution.
Walford Bodie’s acts were
inspired the great Harry Houdini,

with whom he became friends.
Houdini appeared twice at the
Hippodrome, firstly in Oct 1904,
with his lock picking and jail
breaking act and then in Dec
1908, where he performed his
underwater escapology act.

An act, which the Addams family
patriarch, Gomez, would have
enjoyed was knife throwing as
he himself is an avid partaker of
the sport. In the 1950s and
1960s, a married couple named
Elizabeth and Collins appeared
on the Hippodrome stage
numerous times with their ‘knife
throwing with a difference’.
Collins would balance on one leg
on a tightrope throwing knives
towards his wife, Elizabeth,
whilst she was spinning on a
vertical wooden target.

In Dec 1952, an act entitled
‘The Return of Dracula's Ghosts’
warned the audience “not to
leave their seats during the
action of this scene, no matter
what strange and eerie
apparitions appear before their
eyes. They will be in NO
DANGER if they do not move -
DON’T MOVE!” Although there
are no descriptions of what this
act entailed, it wouldn’t have
been as terrifying as it was
made to sound as it was listed
as an act in “The Funniest Show
of the Year”, Harry Lester's
Comedians.

The Rocky Horror Show has
many similarities to The
Addams Family as they are
both gothic and macabre,
based in dark
castles/mansions and one
show features apparatus for
torture and the other has a
scientific laboratory (although
one is distinctly more family-
friendly themed than the
other!). The Rocky Horror Show
has been a firm favourite with
audiences at the Hippodrome
during the 1980s-2000s with a
total of 10 productions
including the 21st and 30th
anniversary tours.

Along similar lines to the Rocky
Horror Show is Little Shop of
Horrors, which is centred
around an alien plant that eats
people to survive and wants to
take over the human race. It is a
musical comedy with a
gruesome undertone and was
performed at the Hippodrome in
Sep 2009.

The Addams Family joins a long
list of weird and wonderful
productions that have graced
the Hippodrome stage and due
to the popularity of this genre of
show, let’s hope that there are
many more to come!

Article written by Hippodrome
Heritage volunteer, Sophie Lewis.

To explore our collection, visit
birminghamhippodromeheritage.com
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