
       
     

       
     

    

    
      

       
      

  
   

  
     

     
      

       
 

      
       

          

    
   

           

As Cats once again purrs onto the Hippodrome stage,
we take a look back at the menagerie of animals that
have performed on it over the last 116 years.
Every animal has been here from dogs, baboons and
cockatoos to lions, tigers, elephants, snakes and
crocodiles, even turkeys, geese and rats.

Cats at
The Hippodrome

The first act with cats
was during the week of 9 Sep
1901- this was Leonidas with
his 54 cats and dogs. He said
that cats were “very skittish
creatures and when they take
the whim into their heads, it is
useless to take them on the
stage”. Part of the act involved
a cat climbing a rope to jump
onto a small platform
suspended from a parachute;
the cat then landed on a dog’s
back for a ride around the
stage.

In Nov 1905, Carola’s Miniature
Circus featured Tilly, “the great
Equestrian Cat”, who rode on a
pony. Two years later, one of the
best acts of its kind, Silbon’s
Novelty Circus, introduced
“The Cat Looping the Human
Loop” and “The Diving Kitten”.
This act returned for the
penultimate show before the
Hippodrome closed for three
years in 1914.

In Feb 1910, Mdlle. Dalmere
brought her “Troupe of
Performing Rabbits, Cats,
Dogs, Doves and Rats”. The
cats must have been well
trained not to devour part of
the act!

The novel Barrascope,
featured at the Hippodrome
from 1902, in Oct 1908 showed
a silent film called The Family
of Cats at the end of the Variety
show.

Humans performing as cats
first came here in John Tiller’s
presentation of  Dick
Whittington and His Cat,
unseasonably staged as part
of the Variety bill in Mar
1907. The pantomime has
been at the Hippodrome five
times since 1970 and will be
returning for the 2016/17
season. The most balletic cat
was undoubtedly dancer
Wayne Sleep in the 1993/94
Dick Whittington, with Lesley
Joseph and John Nettles. 

The Cat was central to the
pantomime Puss In Boots
but it has been staged here
only once, in 1963/64, starring
singer Frankie Vaughan and
The Three Monarchs.

“Live” cats were most recently
on our stage in Nov 1983,
when Geraldine McKewan
starred in You Can’t Take It With
You, which required four
kittens, loaned by local singer
Paula Spencer - they were
named Sammy, Timmy, Snap
and Smudge.

The record-breaking musical
Cats was first staged at the
Hippodrome in Mar 1995,
returning in 2007 and 2014.
Now seen worldwide by over
73 million theatregoers, it
certainly proves the enduring
popularity of cats! 

Article written by Hippodrome
Heritage volunteer, Ivan Heard.

Sammy, Timmy, Snap and Smudge (1983)
Photo: Trinity Mirror

"Puss In Boots"- Frankie Vaughan
Photo: Trinity Mirror

Want to volunteer?
We are still seeking supporters to
bring this project to fruition. Contact
Fundraising Manager Rachael Magson
to find out how you can help.

Email: rachaelmagson@
birminghamhippodrome.com or
call 0121 689 3067
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