
       
     

       
     

    

    
      

       
      

  
   

  
     

     
      

       
 

      
       

          

    
   

           

Once more “the hills are alive with The Sound of Music”
from the Austrian Alps.
The Alps were also the setting for the musical White
Horse Inn, first staged at the Hippodrome for six weeks
from 20 Dec 1948 and again, on ice, for the Christmas
season in 1955.

Austria comes to
The Hippodrome

The Alpine theme continued in
the presentation of the hit
WW1 musical The Maid Of The
Mountains in a successful
revival with singer John
Hanson in Apr 1964.

Born in Vienna in 1898,
popular comedian and
musician Vic Oliver first
appeared at the Hippodrome
in Variety in Mar 1934 in
Laughter Parade. He was the
star in the last Pantomime at
the Theatre Royal, Old King
Cole in 1955/56 and was the
very first castaway on radio’s
Desert Island Discs in 1942. 

Just across the Alps,
Switzerland was the location
of the Hippodrome’s first Ice
Show for the Christmas
season in 1937/38. A huge hit,
it ran for four weeks and
became our first long-running
show.

Julie Andrews will forever be
synonymous with the film of

The Sound Of Music. She
appeared at the Hippodrome
in Variety four times between
1949 and 1953. Thirteen years
old in 1949, she performed
with her mother Barbara and
stepfather Ted Andrews. The
Birmingham Mail critic at that
first show complimented “her
maturity for one so young...
she captured her audience
and seems set for a successful
career”.

Although the stage musical
had opened in London in 1961,
the first National Tour of The
Sound Of Music did not arrive
at the Hippodrome until Oct
1985, starring Jayne Fyffe and
Eric Flynn.

But we would need to go back
to the week of 2 May 1932 for a
true flavour of Austria. 

Number Six on the Variety bill
was Tyrolean Carnival, with ten
Tyrolean Dancers and the
Vogel Yodelling Trio and Kate

Telheim, “Europe’s Champion
Yodeller”.

Article written by Hippodrome
Heritage volunteer, Ivan Heard.

Want to volunteer?
We are still seeking supporters to
bring this project to fruition. Contact
Fundraising Manager Rachael Magson
to find out how you can help.

Email: rachaelmagson@
birminghamhippodrome.com or
call 0121 689 3067

SOM Programme Pages:Layout 1  17/05/2016  16:49  Page 7


